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Introduction and Overview: This episode of WoodSongs Old-Time Radio Hour features folk artist
and founding member of the The Byrds, Roger McGuinn. Roger McGuinn is a Grammy award
winning artist, member of the Rock N’ Roll Hall of Fame, and founding member of The Byrds. The
Byrds formed during the 1960’s and have a very unique sound. Roger McGuinn’s roots are very
connected to folk music. Roger performs several songs throughout the broadcast. He performs
both old, as well as new songs that he has written and recorded. The Byrds became famous for
songs such as, “Mr. Tambourine Man”, and “Turn, Turn, Turn.” Roger introduced the sound of the
12-string Rickenbacker guitar and the sound that would be called the, ‘Jingle-Jangle Sound”.
Roger tells the audience how he grew to love folk music through the introduction to it from a music
teacher. In fact, we also learn in the show that preserving folk music is so important to Roger, that
he created a virtual space to preserve it online called the “The Folk Den”, which we will talk more
about within the lesson. In addition, while Roger started as a folk singer, he then became the
leader of The Byrds, but pulled back from the idea of stardom and rock n’ roll, and returned to folk
music. As Roger performs, Michael Johnathon says to the live audience, “I feel like I am witnessing
an epic reconstruction of musical history!” This really says so much about the artistry and talent of
Roger McGuinn. This would be a nice reference for the students to really grasp the talent and art
that they are experiencing while they watch and listen to Roger perform.
Also, please direct the student’s attention to Michael Johnathon’s opening song. There is so much
value in the words to this song. Encourage the students to think about what the words mean to
them. Encourage the students to think about the “front porch” dynamic of music.
Guide students as they make a connection and realize that music really can be about sitting on a
front porch and not needing a big production. Music is so enriching to our lives and encourage
students to explore this, and not only the focus on music as a money making tool. Ask students
what they would play on their front porch and to reflect upon the tradition of music. Michael
Johnathon says that one of the most beautiful art forms is folk music. Michael references the
acoustic rural sound of folk music that celebrates communities and families. Michael then says
something that I really want to focus on within the lesson. Michael says, “The greatest stage in the
world is your own front porch.” We will focus on this aspect and encourage students within this
lesson. Words to this song include, “We need a front porch around the world.” “We got to slow it
down and learn to sit a spell.” We will explore the meaning of these words in more depth and have
activities within the lesson to focus on this message.
The Folk Den Project
This lesson will also focus on “The Folk Den Project”, which is a project that Roger McGuinn
pioneered. Roger began this online group in 1995, when websites and the internet were not nearly
as common as today, to say the least. Folk Den archives global folk music, and is one of the very
first streaming websites in internet history. The Folk Den is an online document of folk music and

has been archiving amazing traditional folk songs since. Roger researches the song and includes
the history as well as the chords to learn.
One other aspect that we want to focus on within this lesson is within the words of the other guest
John Lomax. John’s family has been preserving and educating about folk music for many years.
John says, “The song is the story.” One of the activities will encourage students to reflect upon this
and to explore a song that speaks to them and to explain the story that it is telling.
Activity 1:
Students will journal about what stands out to them within the episode. Students will then respond,
in a journal format, to three guided questions to help them to make connections and apply what
they’ve learned. The prompt questions are as follows:
1. What do you think Michael Johnathon means when he sings the words, “We need a front
porch around the world.”
2. What does your front porch look like? Explain that this is symbolism, and that the goal of
the activity is not to describe their actual structural front porch, but rather, where they may
sing and perform. Where may they recite poetry in their home or school? Will their front
porch be their yard? Basically, we want students to realize that their front porch is the place
where family and community come together and that music enriches this sense of
community. That being said, playing music on the front porch is also a stage, and so if that
is where these moments come together, we want to hear about it! Encourage the students
to use descriptive language.
3. Finally, the third prompt will be for students to explain how they feel music encourages a
sense of community and family, and to offer an example of a time in which they have had
this feeling with family and/or friends.
After students have completed the journal entry, they will then turn their journal entries into a blog
post. You may offer guidelines for your preferred format. The blog will offer more artistic aspects,
and students will also review one another’s blog post and comment with what they learn from it.
Activity 2:
Activity two has students design their version of a “Folk Den Project”. Students should have a
name specific to their project. This will include having the students design a media project in which
they select 8 folk songs that are of particular significance to them. The students will upload
(preserve) the songs, research the song, provide a brief history of it, and include the words to
accompany the song. This could be a blog, or another form of a media project that your students
have already studied are familiar with designing. If you wish, you may take this opportunity to
introduce a new form of media project design. This project is also a way for students to express
why they have selected their chosen folk songs. Why do they feel it is important to preserve these
songs? This activity is excellent experience for students with the design of a media project.
Activity 3:
Have students listen to the song, “Turn, Turn, Turn”, as performed by Roger McGuinn in this
episode. Once the students have listened to this performance, have them listen to it again, to
ensure that they really hear the message. Then, have a class discussion in which you explore,
what is the message of this song? What were The Byrds expressing during the 1960’s with this
song? How does it apply to our world now? Then, as an artistic component to this plan, please
have the students design an art project, using a medium of their choice, in which they express the
message of this iconic song. This part of the lesson may extend into future class periods, and will
likely require time outside of the classroom for completion. Options for the design of the art project
may include photography, drawing, painting, or an artistic media design. If you want to continue to
expand upon this project, students may present their work to the class if you think that would be a
nice addition to the project. In this case, you may also design a rubric for the students to analyze

presentations, which may be a helpful exercise and offer good experience for the students as they
move forward and become more and more acquainted with rubrics and guidelines.

Connection to Music Standards:
•
•

•
•
•

Identify and compare various styles and functions (recreational, ceremonial, and artistic
expression) of music
Analyze, interpret, and evaluate other or own compositions and performances, using
specific musical terms and elements to describe their technical and expressive qualities (in
this lesson, Jingle-Jangle Sound, Rickenbacker Guitar)
To describe genre, type, style, historical context, purpose of specific works (in relation to
folk music)
Reflecting on self and peer performance to identify areas of success and for improvement
(evaluate and refine)
Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical,
connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape
meaning or tone

Connections to Arts & Humanities Standards:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts
Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music
expressively create dramatic works (Project Design)
expressively use the elements of art, principles of design and a variety of processes in
creating artworks (Project Design)
apply organizational structures and evaluate what makes them effective or not effective
in communicating ideas
Students have knowledge of major works of art, music, and literature and appreciate
creativity and the contributions of the arts and humanities
the arts are powerful tools for understanding human experiences both past and present
the arts play a major role in the creation and defining of cultures and building
civilizations
the arts fulfill a variety of purposes in society
the arts provide forms of nonverbal communication that can strengthen the presentation
of ideas and emotions
compare, interpret and explain purposes for which music is created
create new, listen to, choose and perform music to fulfill a variety of specific purposes
(Project Design)

Connection to English Language Arts Standards:
•

•

•

•

Students will understand that collaboration involves sharing new ideas with others.
Shared knowledge is a community-building process, and the meaning of
research/investigation takes on greater relevance in the context of the learner's society.
Comparing notes, discussing conclusions, and sharing experiences are all examples of
this process in action (Project Design)
In formal speaking situations, students will use visual aids, media and tools of
technology to support oral communication (Applicable if there are presentations and
also to design of their Folk Den Project)
Students will draft: determine how, when and whether to use visuals (e.g., illustrations,
charts, diagrams, photographs) or technologies (e.g., digital images, video) in lieu of or
in addition to written communication, logically introduce and incorporate quotes
Students will select and incorporate ideas or information (e.g., from reading or other
learning), explaining reflections or related connections (e.g., identifying relationships

•
•
•
•

•

and own experiences, offering support for conclusions, organizing prior knowledge
about a topic)
Students will communicate understanding of ideas or events
Students will understand that writing can be used to make meaning of one's own
experience, as well as of other information/ideas
Students will understand that writers need to document sources /give credit for the
ideas of others
Students will write for a variety of authentic purposes and audiences: communicate
about the significance of personal experiences and relationships and communicate
through authentic literary forms to make meaning about the human condition
Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas
and information to different audiences for different purposes

Vocabulary Within Lesson: Figurative Language, Literal Language, Banjo, Archives, Folk Music,
Folk Art
When focusing on the vocabulary, please encourage students to listen to the words of the folk
songs performed in this episode of WoodSongs Old-Time Radio Hour. What words are literal and
what are figurative? What is the difference? Also explore symbolism and the instances of it
throughout the folk songs. Also under this area, you may want to talk more about the quote of
John F. Kennedy that Michael Johnathon recites, that includes the idea that an artist looks at the
world around them, their world, and their community; Art is a form of truth.
Rubric & Guidelines: This rubric is a guideline, and will need to be revised and updated to
accompany each activity within the lesson.
Demonstrates an
Shows an enriched Shows somewhat of an
understanding of
and strong
understanding of the episode
artistic and musical
understanding
but main points are not clear.
expression as
demonstrated through
Roger McGuinn’s folk
song performances

Demonstrates an
understanding of
creatively
creating their own
media and art project

Understanding is
strong of how the
episode connects
to creating their
own projects

Does not seem to
understand the
connections the
episode is portraying
through music and
artistic expression and
the expression of folk
music

Demonstrates an
An understanding of
understanding of musical and the episode is not
art expression demonstrated in evident through the
the episode, but not entirely
design of their media
connecting it to creating their and art project
own media and art project

Projects are designed Very well
creatively and in
expressed
a way that will
demonstrate
meaning while also
following a particular
style they have
chosen.

Needs additional
guidance/lesson

Remains on Task
Most of the lesson Needs additional
While Designing
guidance/redirection
Projects and In-Class
Work

Does not exhibit a
strong understanding of
the desired goal

Exhibits difficulty
remaining on task
throughout the lesson
and In-Class Work

Connection to English Language Arts Standards:
• Analyze works of art influenced by experiences or historical and cultural events through
production, performance or exhibition
• Students use a variety of technological and informational resources (e.g. libraries,
databases, computer networks, video) to gather and synthesize information and to create
and communicate knowledge (in reference to project design)
• Describe and analyze the effects that works in the arts have on groups, individuals and the
culture
• Analyze and describe music’s influence on belief systems, its influence on history, and its
ability to shape culture
Vocabulary Within Lesson: Figurative Language, Literal Language, Banjo, Archives, Folk Music,
Folk Art
When focusing on the vocabulary, please encourage students to listen to the words of the folk
songs performed in this episode of WoodSongs Old-Time Radio Hour. What words are literal and
what are figurative? What is the difference? Also explore symbolism and the instances of it
throughout the folk songs. Also under this area, you may want to talk more about the quote of
John F. Kennedy that Michael Johnathon recites, that includes the idea that an artist looks at the
world around them, their world, and their community; Art is a form of truth.
Rubric & Guidelines: This rubric is a guideline, and will need to be revised and updated to
accompany each activity within the lesson.
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