
WHAT? The WoodSongs Artist Gathering is an artistic working “picnic” of proactive painters,
poets, songwriters and authors. Imagine a one day gathering in your hometown that starts with a
lunch, then everybody works at their craft, come evening there is a pot-luck dinner followed by a
concert, poetry reading and display of the art created.

WHY? It’s hard enough to be an artist. The way to make a living is a struggle, even more so
now. Our community and culture is stressed, many are angry and losing their sense of community.
The arts ... all four disciplines, are a powerful and needed ointment during these times. But there can
not be good art without good, creative, passionate and invigorated artists.  That’s what the WoodSongs
Artist Gathering events are for, a way of bringing the community of artisans together to share creative
energy but even most important to build a cohesive way to energize mutual encouragement.

THE EVENT After a day of community and creating we have a potluck dinner. After a concert-
like presentation of what was created. The poets recite their poetry, the artists display their paintings,
the authors read their stories and the songwriters perform their new compositions. This is not a “best
of” or “artists clique.” No prizes, no ratings, no winners. Everybody is equal.

HOW? The host doesn’t have to
be an artist, just someone who is proac-
tive and loves the arts. This does not
have to be a big affair. We suggest a
pleasant, rustic location ... perhaps a
park or someones farm. 

HOW MANY? Invite equal num-
bers of each discipline. For example: 5
poets, 5, songwriters, 5 authors and 5
painters. After a bag lunch everyone
goes off to create their day’s master-
piece. Dinnertime should be pot-luck,
everyone contribute. Perhaps a small
sound system would be nice but in a
small group not necessary. After dinner
each individual presents their creation.
The WoodSongs Artist Gathering can be
as big or small as you feel comfortable.

Simple, Easy, Fun & FREE

WoodSongs.com/Artist

“The world is but a canvas 
to our imagination.”
Henry David Thoreau

“The purpose of art is washing 
the dust of life off our souls.”

Pablo Picasso
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WHO? Start with artistic friends and friends of friends. Invite artists who TRULY work at their
craft, making a living with it is irrelevant. Actually, most great artists have a day job. Each brings their
own bag lunch, contributes to the pot luck dinner and their own supplies (example: painters bring
their easel, canvas and paints, etc)

THE HOST can be a participating artist or some-
one with a passion to encourage and support
artists of all kinds. The event should not be
over-complicated. Keep it fun but also a working
environment. Folks are always willing to help,
so ask others politely to pitch in (pick up trash,
clean up, help serving at dinner time, etc)

Let’s Get Started
1 - LET US KNOW you’re doing it. There is no charge for this, we help you for free. Send an email

to Madison at office@woodsongs.com and get artwork for your email invitations, posters and more

2 - NAME IT for the community you live in ... “WoodSongs Artist Gathering of Lexington, KY”
“WoodSongs Artist Gathering of Milford, OH” etc

3 - PICK A PLACE. Your home, a friends farm ... the location should be inspiring, like a park, a
property with trees and a brook, a pond, maybe a local estate. Sometime public libraries are in beauti-
ful locations and they are more than happy to be the venue. 

3 - PICK A DATE. It can be a weekend, a holiday, anything that works best in your community

4 - INVITE THE ARTISTS. Equal number of each discipline. Keep it a fun, reasonable sized
gathering. The invitations are FREE to those invited to participate. Each artist should bring their own
bag lunch, artist supplies, contribute to the pot luck, and a chair or sitting blanket.

5 - ALLOW OTHERS TO HELP. You don’t have to do everything. Folks actually want to pitch in
and feel needed. Invite a local arts organization to be part of it. Most communities have arts councils
that would love to see this event happen in their hometowns. 

My final thoughts for now:
The Arts need you. The world needs artists who do more than just sit around and wait to be dis-

covered. The arts need community and companionship, encouragement and support. Don’t wait
around for things to happen. Become a mentor and
leader of the arts in your region through action. 

Remember:
LOVE is the greatest transaction of the Arts.

It makes everything work. That is why the WoodSongs
Artist Gathering are free events. You’re not just helping
the world of the arts, you are helping build a front porch
around the Word.
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